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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-29 are presented for examination. The Examiner 
withdraws the 35 USC § 101 rejection fro claims 1-29. The 
Examiner will maintain same grounds of rejection 35 USC § 102(e) 
for claims 28-29 and 35 USC § 103 for' claims 1-27 using the same 
references that were used in the previous office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

2. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Erickson U.S. Pat. 6,014,644, 



As per claim 28, Erickson discloses a) a master list 
items, each item representing a product or service stored 



of 

in a 
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database storage means col. 3 lines 12-15 and col. 7 lines 11- 
14), b) user identity means for storing on the database storage 
means user identity information received via the network 
relating to each of said users, at least part of which uniquely 
identifies each user from the other users (col. 8, lines 1-4 and 
col. 9, lines 29-37), c) primary data supply means for supplying 
one or more users with primary data (col. 11, lines 9-16 and 
col. 11, lines 57-61), d) secondary data selection criteria 
generating means for generating secondary data selection 
criteria for at least one user (col. 13, 60-67 and col. 14, 
lines 1-12) , e) secondary data supply means for receiving said 
secondary data selection criteria and for supplying one or more 
of the users with secondary data concurrently or sequentially 
with the primary data (col. 11, lines 9-16 and col. 11, lines 
57-61), f) recording means for recording data relating to the 
actions of at least one of the users supplied with said 
secondary data in the on-line system and for recording data 
relating to what secondary data was supplied to the user or each 
of said respective users (col. 14, lines 13-19), and wherein 
said secondary data selection criteria includes information 
relating to the user identity information (col. 14, lines 19- 
25) . 
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As per claim 29, Erickson discloses a) providing a master 
list of items each item representing a product or service stored 
on a database storage means (col. 3 lines 12-15 and col. 7 lines 
11-14)), b) uniquely identifying users of the system with a 
unique identifier (col. 8, lines 1-4 and col. 9, lines 29-37), 
c) obtaining additional information relating to at least some of 
the users (col. 8, lines 1-4 and col. 9, lines 29-37), d) 
selecting and providing secondary data to users of the system 
concurrently or sequentially with the primary data (col. 13, 60- 
67 and col. 14, lines 1-12), e) recording information relating 
to actions of the users supplied with secondary data and 
information relating to what second data was supplied to each 
respective user (col. 14, 13-19), and wherein the secondary data 
supplied to each user is selected at least in part using the 
unique identifier and/or at least part of said additional 
information (col. 14, lines 19-25) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Erickson U.S. Pat. 6,014,644 in view of 

Giovannoli U.S. Pat. 5,758,328. 

As per claim 1 and 14, Erickson discloses database storage 
means for storing (col, 6, lines 42-45) (i) a master list of 
items, each item representing a product or service (col. 3 lines 
12-15 and col. 7 lines 11-14), (ii) supplier details received 
via the network (col. 3, lines 15-17 and col. 7, lines 8-11), 
(iii) item sales terms for at lease one of the items for at 
least one of the supplies (col. 7, lines 11-14; Examiner 
interprets "information" to include item sales terms) , (iv) 
purchaser details (col. 8, lines 1-4), and (v) purchaser terms 
for at least one of the purchasers for at lease one of the 
suppliers (col. 8, lines 4-11), receiving means for receiving 
via the network a purchaser identifier uniquely corresponding to 
one of the purchasers stored on the database storage means (col. 
9, lines 29-37), item selection criteria generating means for 
generating item selection criteria (col. 8, lines 28-32), 
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extraction means for extracting an item sublist from the master 
list based on the generated item selection criteria (col. 8, 
lines 31-32; Examiner interprets "assemble list" to include 
extracting an item sublist from the master list) , display means 
for displaying said item sublist to purchaser (col. 8, lines 32- 
34), and input means for selecting one or more desired items on 
the item sublist and for specifying desired quantities of said 
selected items (col, 13, lines 66-67 and col. 14, lines 1-15). 

Erickson does not explicitly disclose supplier selection 
criteria generating means for generating supplier selection 
criteria, supplier selection means for receiving said desired 
item information and respective desired quantity information and 
said supplier selection criteria for selecting at lest one 
supplier for each of the desired items, based on supplier 
selection criteria, said desired item information and respective 
desired quantity information, and supplier selection criteria 
includes at least one of the following: (i) purchaser supplied 
criteria (ii) criteria obtained form the stored item sales 
terms . 

However, Giovannoli discloses supplier selection criteria 
generating means for generating supplier selection criteria 
(col. 5, lines 12-15), supplier selection means for receiving 
said desired item information and respective desired quantity 
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information and said supplier selection criteria for selecting 
at lest one supplier for each of the desired items, based on 
supplier selection criteria, said desired item information and 
respective desired quantity information (col. 5, lines 12-18), 
and supplier selection criteria includes at least one of the 
following: (i) purchaser supplied criteria (ii) criteria 
obtained form the stored item sales terms (col. 5, lines 12-15). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson' s method to include 
supplier selection criteria generating means for generating 
supplier selection criteria, supplier selection means for 
receiving said desired item information and respective desired 
quantity information and said supplier selection criteria for 
selecting at lest one supplier for each of the desired items, 
based on supplier selection criteria, said desired item 
information and respective desired quantity information, and 
supplier selection criteria includes at least one of the 
following: (i) purchaser supplied criteria (ii) criteria 
obtained form the stored item sales terms as taught by 
Giovannoli. The motivation to combine would allow for 
processing requests for goods and services through a computer 
based communication network based on filter conditions thereby 
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providing a larger market of suppliers and purchasers (col. 2, 
lines 62-65) . 

As per claim 2 and 15, Erickson discloses the item sale 
terms include and, or all of: whether a particular supplier 
supplies the respective item, price levels, stock levels, 
freight chargers, geographic limitations on supply (col. 9, 
lines 50-53) . 

As per claim 3 and 16, Erickson discloses the item 
selection criteria return all available items, whether in stock 
or not (col. 9, lines 58-60; Examiner interprets "all products" 
to include all inventory whether in stock or not provided by a 
supplier) . 

As per claim 4 and 17, Erickson discloses the item 
selection criteria includes the purchaser details or purchaser 
terms for at least some of the stored vendors (col. 7, lines 50- 
56, col. 8, lines 4-11, and col. 8, lines 28-30). 

As per claim 5 and 18, Erickson does not explicitly 
disclose the supplier selection criteria includes purchase 
details or purchase terms or both. However, Giovannoli 
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discloses the supplier selection criteria includes purchase 
details or purchase terms or both (col. 5, lines 15-18). 

It would be obvious to on skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson's method to include 
the supplier selection criteria includes purchase details or 
purchase terms or both as taught by Giovannoli. The motivation 
to combine is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 6 and 19, Erickson discloses the purchaser 
terms for each supplier/purchaser combination includes any or 
all of: whether the supplier will supply the purchaser, minimum 
orders, freight charges, sales terms, price bands (col. 13, 
lines 66-67 and col. 14, lines 1-6). 

As per claim 7 and 20, Erickson discloses the item 
selection criteria further include restrictions retrieved from 
the purchaser's purchase terms so as to restrict the items on 
the available item sublist to those items available form 
suppliers who have indicated that they will supply the 
particular purchaser (col. 3, lines 46-51). 
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As per claim 8 and 21, Erickson does not explicitly 
disclose the supplier selection criteria include restrictions 
retrieved from the purchaser terms . 

However, Giovannoli discloses the supplier selection 
criteria include restrictions retrieved from the purchaser terms 
(col. 5, lines 15-18) . 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson' s method to include 
the supplier selection criteria include restrictions retrieved 
from the purchaser terms as taught by Giovannoli. The 
motivation to combine is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 9 and 22, Erickson does not explicitly 
disclose the supplier selection criteria result in the selected 
supplier for a desired item being the supplier with the lowest 
price per unit of the item. 

However, Giovannoli discloses the supplier selection 
criteria result in the selected supplier for a desired item 
being the supplier with the lowest price per unit of the item 
(col. 5, lines 15-18) . 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson' s method to include he 
supplier selection criteria result in the selected supplier for 
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a desired item being the supplier with the lowest price per unit 
of the item as taught by Giovannoli. The motivation to combine 
is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 10 and 23, Erickson does not explicitly 
disclose the lowest price is the base price or it may be an 
effective price after allowing for any of the following: 
freight, available discounts, bonuses. 

However, Giovannoli discloses the lowest price is the base 
price or it may be an effective price after allowing for any of 
the following: freight, available discounts, bonuses (col. 6, 
lines 47-57; Examiner interprets "on sale" to be an available 
discount representing the lowest price on an item) . 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson' s method to include 
the lowest price is the base price or it may be an effective 
price after allowing for any of the following: freight, 
available discounts, bonuses as taught by Giovannoli. The 
motivation to combine is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 11 and 24, Erickson does not explicitly to 
disclose the supplier selection criteria includes purchasers 
supplied criteria and said purchaser supplied criteria includes 
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any or all of the following: a selected supplier, two or more 
suppliers, suppliers from a specified geographic location or 
locations, and delivery times. 

However, Giovannoli discloses the supplier selection 
criteria includes purchasers supplied criteria and said 
purchaser supplied criteria includes any or all of the 
following: a selected supplier, two or more suppliers, suppliers 
from a specified geographic location or locations, and delivery 
times (col. 7, lines 3-15) . 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson's method to include 
the supplier selection criteria includes purchasers supplied 
criteria and said purchaser supplied criteria includes any or 
all of the following: a selected supplier, two or more 
suppliers, suppliers from a specified geographic location or 
locations, and delivery times as taught by Giovannoli. The 
motivation is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 12 and 25, Erickson does not explicitly 
disclose the purchaser supplied criteria includes criteria to 
obtain quotations from two or more suppliers for all items on 
the desired item list supplied by the respective supplier. 
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However, Giovannoli discloses the purchasers supplied 
criteria included criteria to obtain quotations from two or more 
suppliers for all items on the desired item list supplied by the 
respective supplier (col, 7, lines 48-50). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson's method to include 
the supplier selection criteria includes purchasers supplied 
criteria and said purchaser supplied criteria includes any or 
all of the following: a selected supplier, two or more 
suppliers, suppliers from a specified geographic location or 
locations, and delivery times as taught by Giovannoli. The 
motivation is the same as claim 1 above. 

As per claim 13 and 26-27, Erickson does not explicitly to 
disclose the means to transmit orders to a selected supplier or 
suppliers for provision of ordering items. 

However, Giovannoli discloses the means to transmit orders 
to a selected supplier or suppliers for provision of ordering 
items (col. 6, lines 2-6). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Erickson' s method to include 
the means to transmit orders to a selected supplier or suppliers 
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for provision of ordering items as taught by Giovannoli, The 
motivation to combine is the same as claim 1 above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 05- JANURARY-2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 1, applicant's representative argues 
that "Erickson's method does not appear to match buyers and 
sellers and does not appear to have any mechanism for 
determining the best available price." The Examiner notes that 
there is no language in the claim that states or suggests the 
steps of "matching buyers and sellers" or the limitation of 
"mechanism for determining the best available price." The 
applicant's representative is arguing features that are not 
found in the claim. Thus the argument is moot. 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose, "storage of a mater list of items, each of the 
items representing a product or service." The Examiner 
disagrees. Erickson discloses a master list of items, each of 
the items representing a product or service (col. 7, lines 11- 
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17) . The Examiner notes that Erickson may not use the exact 
phrase "master list" however this "central database" contains 
product or services offered by a particular supplier which can 
be viewed by a purchaser thus a this is a listing of items 
provided by a purchaser. The Examiner did provide a prima facie 
case of obviousness: motivation was cited, there is reasonable 
expectation of success, and the references teach or suggest all 
of the limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not 
persuasive . 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose, "extracting an available item sublist from the 
master list, based on item selection criteria." The Examiner 
disagrees. Erickson discloses extracting an available item 
sublist from the master list, based on item selection criteria 
(col, 7, lines 11-17). The Examiner notes that Erickson 
utilizes "key words, classifications or any other manner that 
allows easy access... to the information." The Examiner notes 
that this is indeed a computerized method for extracting a 
sublist, from a master list based on item selection criteria. 
The Examiner did provide a prima facie case of obviousness: 
motivation was cited, there is reasonable expectation of 
success, and the references teach or suggest all of the 
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limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not persuasive. 

The applicant's representative argues Erickson does not 
disclose, "means to select suppliers, based on criteria." The 
Examiner did not rely on Erickson. The Examiner utilized the 
combination of Erickson in view Giovannoli for, "means to select 
suppliers, based on criteria." Thus the argument is moot. 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose, "storage means for storing item sales terms for at 
least one of the items for at least one of the suppliers." The 
Examiner disagrees. Erickson discloses storage means for 
storing item sales terms for at least one of the items for at 
least one of the suppliers (col, 9, lines 50-58). The Examiner 
notes that "price" is a form of "item sales term" as disclosed 
on page 4 of the applicant's specification (e.g. price level). 
The Examiner did provide a prima facie case of obviousness: 
motivation was cited, there is reasonable expectation of 
success, and the references teach or suggest all of the 
limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not persuasive. 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose, "purchaser terms for at least one of the 
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purchasers for at least one of the suppliers." The Examiner 
disagrees. Erickson discloses purchaser terms for at least one 
of the purchasers for at least one of the suppliers (col. 8, 
lines 1-27 and col. 9, lines 28-48) . The Examiner notes that as 
disclosed on page 4, of the applicant's specification, 
"purchaser terms... may include whether a supplier will supply the 
purchaser, minimum orders, freight chargers, sales terms, price 
brands, etc," the Examiner would like to note that "submission 
of goods or services that are routinely purchased" would allow a 
supplier to determine whether they could supply the purchaser. 
The Examiner did provide a prima facie case of obviousness: 
motivation was cited, there is reasonable expectation of 
success, and the references teach or suggest all of the 
limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not persuasive. 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose "item selection criteria generating means for 
generating item selection criteria." The Examiner disagrees. 
Erickson discloses item selection criteria generating means for 
generating item selection criteria (col. 7, lines 11-17). The 
Examiner notes that Erickson utilizes "key words, 
classifications or any other manner that allows easy access... to 
the information." The Examiner notes items are indeed selected 
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based on criteria. The applicant's representative further 
argues that Erickson does not disclose "inputting criteria to 
select items." The Examiner disagrees. Erickson discloses 
inputting criteria to select items, (col. 7, lines 11-17). The 
Examiner notes that Erickson utilizes "key words, 
classifications or any other manner that allows easy access... to 
the information." The Examiner notes these are item selection 
criteria. The Examiner did provide a prima facie case of 
obviousness: motivation was cited, there is reasonable 
expectation of success, and the references teach or suggest all 
of the limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not 
persuasive . 

The applicant's representative argues that Erickson does 
not disclose, "automatically selects..." The Examiner notes that 
there is no language in the claim that states or suggests the 
steps are performed automatically. The applicant's 
representative is arguing . features that are not found in the 
claim. Further the Examiner notes that Erickson does disclose 
input means for selecting one ore more desired items on the item 
sublist and specifying desired queries of said selected items 
(col. 13, lines 66-67; and col. 14, lines 1-15). The Examiner 
notes that buyers bid would contain the sub- list of items 
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selected from the master list which would contain the quantity 
desired, which would be sent in the form of a bid. Thus the 
argument is moot. 

The applicant's representative argues that combination of 
Erickson with Giovannoli does not disclose supplier selection 
criteria and supplier selection criteria generating means." The 
Examiner disagrees. Giovannoli discloses supplier selection 
criteria and supplier selection criteria generating means (col. 
7, lines 3-30). The Examiner notes supplier selection criteria 
includes "geographic location" as disclosed on page 4 of the 
applicant's specification. The Examiner notes that there is a 
selecting and generating means for a supplier based on 
geographic location. The Examiner did provide a prima facie case 
of obviousness: motivation was cited, there is reasonable 
expectation of success, and the references teach or suggest all 
of the limitations of the claim. Thus the argument is not 
persuasive . 

With respect to claim 2, applicant's representative argues 
that Erickson does not disclose "storing of items sales terms, 
such as stock levels, freight charges, geographic limitation on 
supply". The Examiner disagrees. The Examiner notes that claim 
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2, recites, "item sale terms include any, or all of "whether a 
particular supplier supplies the respective item, price levels, 
stock levels freight charges, geographic limitation on supply.'' 
Erickson does indeed disclose the limitation (col. 9, lines 50- 
57), The Examiner notes "price" is a price level. The Examiner 
did provide a prima facie case of obviousness: motivation was 
cited, there is reasonable expectation of success, and the 
references teach or suggest all of the limitations of the claim. 
Thus the argument is not persuasive. 

With respect to claims 3-27, the arguments are moot for 
similar reasons as set forth for claim 1, above. 

With respect to claims 28-29, the arguments are non 
persuasive for similar reasons as set forth for claim 1, above. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
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of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Asfand M. 
Sheikh whose telephone number is (571) 272-1466. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8a-4:30p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Alexander G. Kalinowski 
can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http: //pair-direct ■ uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) , 



As f and M Sheikh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3 627 
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